
GCE MUSIC    AS / A2    

This specification includes three units at AS level and three units at A2.  

At each level, the units are titled: 

 Performing; 

 Composing; and 

 Responding to Music. 

Students can take: 

 the AS course as a final qualification; or 

 the AS units plus the A2 units for a full GCE A level qualification. 

The AS units make up 40% of the full A level, and the A2 units make up 60%. 

AIMS: 

engage actively in studying music; 

develop and extend the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to 
communicate effectively as musicians; 

recognise the interdependence of musical knowledge, understanding and skills 
and make links between the integrated activities of performing, composing and 
appraising; 

develop particular strengths and interests, thereby encouraging lifelong learning 
and providing access to music-related and other careers; 

develop as effective, independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers 
with enquiring minds; 

develop skills in literacy; 

reflect critically and make personal judgements on their own music and the music 
of others; 

engage with, and extend appreciation of, the diverse heritage of music to promote 
personal, social, intellectual and cultural development; and 

develop awareness of music technologies and their use in creating and presenting music. 

 

Key features 

It includes four externally assessed units.  

It includes two internally assessed units. 

It allows students to further enhance their subject knowledge, understanding and 
skills developed from Key Stages 1 to 3 and required by GCSE Music. 

It incorporates the three fundamental musical activities: 

listening and appraising; 

composing; and 



performing. 

It promotes knowledge, understanding and appreciation of past and present 
musical styles, traditions and contexts. 

It provides an appropriate body of knowledge, promotes understanding and 
develops skills as a sound basis for progression to higher education. 

It accommodates the needs and interests of a wide variety of students. 

 

Prior attainment 

The specification builds on some of the knowledge, understanding and skills developed in 
GCSE Music.  
We recommend that students possess some skill in vocal or instrumental performance. 
Grade IV or above is preferable. 
They should also have some understanding of basic harmonic progression and staff 
notation. 


